Cocaine potentiates the responses to methacholine and noradrenaline in the rat vas deferens.
The ability of cocaine (10 microM) to potentiate the contractile responses of the epididymal half of the rat vas deferens to methacholine was reversed by prazosin. Prazosin also partially reversed the ability of cocaine to increase the spontaneous overflow of 3H following loading of the tissue with [3H]noradrenaline. We suggest that cocaine potentiated the responses to methacholine by stimulating, directly or indirectly, alpha 1-adrenoceptors.